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The  Sufpcnfion  of  the  Triennial 
Bill,  the  proper ejl  Means  to 
Unite  the  Nation. 


In  a  L  E  T  T  E  R  to- 


S  I  R^ 

Always  take  a  fingular  Plea- 
fure  in  communicating  my 
Thoughts  to  you  upon  any 
important  Subjed,  becaufe  I 
am  fure  always  to  have  my 
Notions  examined  with  Can-^ 
dor,  and,  if  they  will  not  bear  the  Teft  of 
the  fevered  Reafon,  confuted  by  you  with  a 
Temper  and  Spirit  becoming  a  Chriftiah^ 
You'll  be  furpris'd  perhaps,  that  I  who  fo 
lately  exprefs'd  my  felf  uneafy  at  the  de- 
figii  of  altering  the  Trieimial  Bill^  (liould  fo 
quickly  have  changed  my  Op*inion,  ^nd  ap- 
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pear  an  Advocate  for  that  Defign.  Yoa  kno\V 
my  Method  is  to  examine  as  much  as  1  can. 
This  that  I  now-  fend  you  is  the  EfFed  of 
ballancing  the  Conveniences^  and  Inco7iveniences 
of  each  fide  of  the  Qlieftion  according  to 
my  Power,  and  of  drawing  up  a  Plan  of 
what  I  cou'd  think  of  fedately  and  cooly 
by  my  felf.  Would  every  Body  but  take 
fome  fuch  Method,  and  weigh  the  Reafons 
on  both  Sides,  and  embrace  that  which  pre- 
ponderates, fure  I  am  the  prefent  Heat  and 
Ferment  in  the  Nation  would  wonderfully 
abate,  the  People  would  come  to  their  Senfes, 
and  neither  put  the  Government  to  the 
Trouble,  nor  Themfelves  to  the  Expences 
that  each  at  prefent  are  at.  But  Men  are 
now  grown  perfect  in  the  Arts  of  Speaking 
without  Meaning,  of  Refolving  without  Judg-  i 
ing,  and  of  Ading  without  Knowing  why. 
But  I  haften  to  my  Defign. — ■ 

Certain  it  is,  that  AH  Parliaments  have 
equal  Powers  ^  and  in  Confequence,  One 
Parliament  can  fufpend^  annul^  or  repeal  the 
Ads  which  a  former  Parliament  has  made. 
No  one  ever  yet  difputed  this  Authority,  or 
fo  much  as  doubted  of  this  their  Right.  Since 
then  ^tis  univerfally  allowed  that  They  have 
fuch  a  Fower^  the  only  thing  that  mufl  de- 
termine that  Power  muft  be  The  Fublick  Good 
and  Safety.  The  primary  End  of  all  Laws 
mufl  neceffari^y  be  to  regulate  the  Subjeds 
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Aftions,   and  by  preventing  every  thing  that 
debauches    their  Minds  ,    and    makes  them 
viciom^  to  make  them  ^as  much  as  Humane 
Power   can)  Good  Subjeds,  Good  Relations, 
Good  Friends,   Peaceable  and   Quiet  and  So- 
ciable.    Laws,  unlefs  direded  to  thefe  Ends, 
are  but  Snares  to  entrap  and  hamper  Men, 
not  Rules  for  their  D/re3io?i  and  Prefervationm 
In  every  Law  therefore  we  are  to  confider 
the   Nature  and  End  of  it,  and  the  particular 
Tendeiicy  it   has   to  the  ultimate  End  of  all 
Government,  viz.  the'Publick  Good.     If  the 
Means  proposed  by  iuch  or  fuch  Laws  are  ei- 
ther iJieffeBual  to  obtain   their  Ends^    or  by 
the  Iniquity  of  the  Times  grow  hurtful  to 
the  Publick^  the  Continuance  of  them  muft 
necefCarily  be  look'd  upon  as  Superfluous  in  the 
one  Cafe,  and  as  contrary  to  the  Ends  of  their 
being  made,  in  the  other,    'Tis  with  Laws 
both  Divine  and  Humane,  as  'tis  with  Inflru^ 
ments  -^  they  muft  not  only  be  fitted  to  the 
General  T)efign  of  him  that  ufes  them,    but 
they  muft  be  adapted  to  the  Particular  Ends 
'  of  the  Agent.      The    General  End    may  be 
conjlant   and  perpetual^    and  the  Laws  when 
made  at  firft  may  very  well  obtain  their  End, 
yet  Circumftances  may  fo  much  alter  the  Cafe, 
to  make  it  neceffary  to  change    them. 

The  Prefervation  of  a  People  is,  ^nd  ought 

to  be  thefole  defign  of  Governours.  This'  is  an 

End  cofiftant  and  permanent^  and  never  to  be 
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receded  from  in  any  Cafe   whatever.     The 
Means  to  this  great  End  vary  by  ten  thou- 
fand  x\ccidents,  and  Infufficiency  of  Man  to  . 
provide  againft  all  Contingencies,    makes  it 
neceffary  to  alter  thofe   Means  as  Accidents 
happen.     Sometime  internal  Broils  and  D//- 
orders^    GrGiindlefs   Jealoufies^    Imaginary    ill 
Dejigns^  fhall  clog  the  Beft  of  Princes,    and 
the   JP^ifeH  of   Governours ,    fome times  the 
growing  Powers  of  Neighbours,  their  Prepa- 
rations, their  promoting  Fadions  and  Difcon- 
tents,  fnall,  and  in  the.Nature  of  things  mujl 
make  the  regular  courfe   of    Affairs /^^^/?   a 
while,  and  even  cha?tge  its  Way.     But  whilfl: 
the   Good  of   the  Publick  is  the  fole  End  of 
the  Governours,    and  by  the  Regular  Courfe 
of  Affairs  it  cannot  be  obtained,  a  Sufpenfton 
of  luch  a  Courfe  becomes  the  only  regular 
Way,    and  NeceJJity  makes  it  Lawful     The 
Habeas.    Corpus  Acl  is  juftly  allowed  to  be 
the   Bulwark  of  the  Brittijl)  Liberties  ^    an 
Act    which    no    true   EngliJIoman  will   ever 
part  v/ith  :    Yet  Circumftances    have  arofe, 
which  have  made  it  neceffary  to  Sufpend  it, 
and  no  good  Subjed  has   ever   thought  it  a 
Grievance.     Indeed  fo  to  be  tied  up  to  the 
Letter  of  a  Law,    as  not  to  have  a  Power 
in  anj  Cafe  or  in  anf  Circumftance  to  recede 
from  it,   by  an  unlucky  Conjundure  of  Af- 
fairs .may*  ruin  inilead  of  faving  a   Natioup 
fiad  not  fpme  Men  of  Name  and  Fortunes 
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lately  been  put  under  a  gentle  Confinement^ 
'tis  highly  probable  that  our  Inteftine 
Commotions  had  not  been  fo  eafily  quafli'd^ 
nor  had  They  themfelves  been  ever  capable 
of  enjoying  their  Lives,  their  Liberties,  or 
Eftates,  Such  fort  of  Severities  juftify  them- 
felves to  all  who  have  any  Senfe ,  and  as 
foon  as  the  Storm  is  blown  over,  and  Rea- 
fon  recovers  its  due  Place,  they  appear  jufT 
and  right  even  to  the  Perfons  who  fuffer. 

Thefe  are  General  Rules  of  Polity  which 
cannot  I  think  be  call'd  in  queftion.  Let 
us  next  fee  how  They  are  applicable  to  the 
Prefent  Cafe. 

The  Triennial  Bill  is  certainly  a  Good 
Bill,  as  it  eaufes  freqiiejit  Meetings  of  the 
King  and  Parliament,  and  thereby  frequent 
Opportunities  of  redrejfing  Grievances.  The 
People  of  England  have  a  Right  of  Vetition- 
ing^  and  of  having  their  Grievances  redreflPed 
in  Parliament;'  But  as  fome  of  our  Kings 
have  refus'd  to  aJJ'embk  Parliaments,  the 
People  have  been  without  Redrefs,  and  with- 
out a  Vcjfihility  of  having  it.  At  other 
times  .  Parliaments  have  been  continued  fo 
many  Years,  that  They  have  been  but  lit- 
tle better  than  Fenfioners  to  the  Crown, 
and  have  acted  little  elfe  for  the  Security 
of  the  Peoples  Liberties,  than  what  has 
been  the  Humour  or  Inclination  of  the 
King.    At  leaft  they  are  liable  to  this,    and 
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will  htfiifpeEled  always  by  a  People  Jealous 
of  their  Liberties.  Long  Parliaments  may 
be  liable  to  great  Corruptions :  T^lo  Parlia- 
ments at  all  is  an  infinite  Grievance  :  There- 
fore the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation  has  pitch'd 
upon  Triennial  Parliaments  as  the  propereft 
Medhmt^  as  an  Expedient  which  may  cure 
both  Diieafes. 

You  fee,  Sir,  the  Advantages  of  the  Tri- 
ermial  Bill,  and  the  End  propofed  in  making 
it.  I  need  not  obferve  to  you,  that  all 
thefe  Advantages  are  general,  and  therefore 
as  capable  of  being  obtained  in  any  other 
courfe  of  Years,  where  Parliaments  may  not 
be  fo  long  as  to  become  Penfioners,  and  the 
people  may  have  their  Grievances  redrejf/ed. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  Nature  or  E?jd  of 
the  Bill  peculiar  to  the  Number  Three  :  Nor 
any  thing  which  the  Term  of  Four  or  Six 
rnay  not  as  well  agree  to.  In  Truth  the 
Term  of  Three  Tears  feems  to  me  fo  ill  cho- 
fen,  as  if  it  were  intended  to  fruftrate  all 
good  Defigns  for  the  Publick.  Scarce  are  any 
New  Members  acquainted  with  the  Forms  and 
Ciiftoms  of  the  Houfe,  and  made  capable  of 
becoming  ferviceable  to  the  Places  they  are 
chofen  for,  but  they  are  ready  to  be  diflbl- 
ved,  and  fent  home  again.  With  what  Care 
and  Zeal  foever  the  Publick  Affairs  are  look'd 
into  at  firft  -^  ytt^xhtjasl  Year  is  always  fpent 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  moft  vnvf  gratify  the 
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EleBors.    'Tis  not  fo  much  the  Good  of  tjie 
People,   or  their  own  Judgments  which  de- 
termines them  to  aft,  as  what  may  be  raoft 
likely   to  influence   the  next   Eleftions,    and 
make  an  Intereft  che  mod  fecure.     But  thefe 
are  Inconveniences  attending  all  fhort  Parlia- 
ments -.    and  fuch  as   cannot   be    remedied 
but   by  longer  Terms.     But  the  ill  Confe- 
quences  of    the   Prefent   Aft  to    the  Nati- 
on  are  fo  evident  ^  it  has  fo  debaiich'*d  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  and  is  fuch  an  Ever- 
lafting  Spring  of  Broils  and  Contentions^  that 
it  feems  impoffible  ever  to  hope  for   Peace 
and  Tranquillity  at  home  whilft  it  lafts.   When 
Bribery  and   Corruption  ftalk  abroad  fo   bare- 
fac'd,  and   fo    many    Thoufand    Pounds    are 
fpent    for   Kotes^    can    it  be    expeftc^d   that 
the  People  will  be  kept  within  the  Bounds 
of  Larv  or  Reafo?i^  or  not  plead  an  Exemp- 
tion from    Duty  >    What    Complaints   have 
been  more  common  for  Years  pad,  than  that 
common  Juflice  is  not  impartially  adminiftred 
for  many  Months  before  and  after  the  Elefti- 
on  ?    Threats  and  Punifliments  to  fome,  De- 
lays  or  direft  Refufals  to  others,  and  f lard- 
(hips  always  to  One  fide  or  the  other,    for 
the  fake  and  upon  the  account  of  Interefv  and 
Party,  will  no  longer  fufter  us  to  believe  the 
Ballance  of  Jaflice  Equal,  or  her  felf  Blinded, 
and  no  Refpefter  of  Peribns.  What  Riots  and 
Tumults  does  every  Eleftibn  produce  ?  To  fee 
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the  BIgotted  Parties  then  in  Arms,  and  Rage 
difcharge    it  felf    in  Vollies   of    Lies  and 
TauJits^  the  Nation  in  an  Uproar,  and  every 
Man   in   danger  of   being  afTaulted  in  the 
Streets,  looks  like  a  (Irange  beginning  of  bring- 
ing  the  King  and  People  to  a  good  Agreement 
and  happy  Union^  which  is  the  End   propofcd 
in  the  Preamble  to  the  Triennial  BilL     Men 
of  a  quiet  Spirit  and  peaceable   Difpofition 
are  really  difcouraged  and   intimidated  from 
giving  their  Votes.     Were  thefe  Violences  to 
be  of  no    longer  continuance  than  juft  the 
Times  of  the  Eledions,  Men  might  bear  the 
Gonvulfions,  and  ftand   out  againft   Rancour 
and  Malice   for  the    time  with  Courage  or 
Patience.     But   this  is  little  more  than  the 
beginning   of  Sorrows.     The  Blood  of  the 
Nation  is  put  into  fuch  a  Ferment  at  that 
time,  that   it  is  not  {carce   compos'd  before 
an  Enfuing  Eledion  puts  them  into  as  bad 
a  State   as  ever.     The  Heats  are  kept   up 
by  disputed  Eleftions  for  One  Year ;,  the  Second 
Year  lets  the   People  cool  a  little   (fuppofe 
no  Accidents  intervene,  which  never  fcarce 
fail  5)  and  then  the  Third  Yt2LX  begins  with 
Canvafmg ,  Money  is  fpent  ^  Mens  Blcod  is 
heat  with  Liquors,  their  Brains  are  intoxi- 
cated ;,  all  the  Faults  of  Gentlemens   Lives 
are  ript  open  ;,    and  Ten  thoufand  Lies  are 
rais'd   to  defaioie  »e3ch   Antagonifl^  and  you 
have    juft    fo    many   who    will    fwear   to 
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the  Truth  of  them  all,  as  you  firft  make 
drunk,  and  then  Engage  to  your  Intereds- 
So  that  the  Triennial  Bill  is  the  Caufe  of 
a  true  State-Feaver^  wherein  the  Nation  is 
Two  Years  in  Fire  for  One  Year's  CofAnefsl 
In  which  Intermiffion  too  the  Political  Hur- 
inours  arc  in  fuch  Diforder'  that  the  lead 
Commotion  brings  on  the  Hot  Fit  fooner 
than  ordinary  ;  and  if  in  that  Interval  they 
attempt  to  reft,  juft-  like  Men  in  natural 
Feavers,  they  can  fee  nothing  but  Spectres 
and  frightful  Images  ,  i.  e.  which  Side 
foever  is  ftrongeft  in  the  Houfe  is  fure  to  be 
charged  with  111  Defigns  in  View,  and  to 
have  all  that  Calumny  can  fuggeft,  thrown 
upon  them. 

But  be  fides  the  111  Bleed  it  breeds  ill 
the  Nation,  what  are  the  Confequences  of 
this  Bill  to  the  Candidates  }  How  many  fait 
E/Iates  are  ruined  ?  What  Deks  doth  it  in- 
volve them  in  ?  And  muft  not  this  in  con- 
fequence  make  them  more  liable  to  be  hil^eJ 
who  can  impoverith  Themlelves  and  their 
Families  in  fuch  glaring  Manners  ?  Are 
the  Merits  ot  any  one  now  confidered  fur- 
ther than  if  he  can  or  tpill  fpcnd  fo  much 
Money,  and  ftand  fira  to  his  Party  ^  It  is 
faiJ  (upon  what  Reafon  I  leave  every  one  to 
judge)  that  almoft  All  the  Boroughs  in  En^ 
gland  are  bought  every  Elifticn.  And  is  it 
not  a  juft  Conclufion,  that  That  is  not  worth 
C  buying 


buying  which   'tis  probable  will  not    repay 
xkt  prime  Coft. 

You'll  fay  indeed.  That  'tis  not  the  Fault 
of  the  Acl  that  Geiitlemen  lavijh  away   their 
EJiates  in  fuch  Extravagant   Manners^    a^id 
^re  at  fuch  Expences  to  be  chafe.     I  grant  it. 
But  yet  you   cannot  difown  this  to  be  the 
Cafe  in  every  Eledion.     And  as  Elections  re- 
turn at  fuch  a  di/iafice  as  they  do,  it  feems 
it  makes  it  worth  the  while  to  be  chofe,  and 
they  return  fo  quick  as  undeniably  to  have 
this  EfFed.     Upon  which  Accounts  I  cannot 
but  think  thst  the  A?itient^  Cttjhmary^  Annual 
EleBiofis   would  be  much  preferable  to  the 
prefent  Tr?e?i7iial  ones.     For  tho'  they  wou'd 
be  too  Jhort  to  do  a  great  deal  of  Bufinefs  in, 
and  improper  in  feveral  refpects   for  the  Na- 
tions Interefts,   yet  they   wouM  Cure  in   a 
great   Meafure    the    Bribery  and    Corruption 
and  Afubition  of  Candidates,   and  in  Confe- 
quence  very  probably  the  other  Evils  which 
are  manifeftly  owing   to  the   Triennial  Bt.L 
For  who  would  be  at  Four  or  Five  thoufand 
Pounds  Charge,  (as  too  too  many  have  been) 
to  be  Eledled,    when   he  could   enjoy  that 
Honour  but  One  Year,   and   could  have    fo 
many  Chances    for  Succefs  if   he   fail'd    at 
firrt? 

But  whether  thefe  Mifchiefs  are  curable 
by  an  Annual  Varhai^iejit^  I  am  not  very  fol- 
licitous :  -One^of  *a  longer  Term  than  now  is 
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ufed  will  very  probably  do  it.   The  Heats  of 
the  Nation  will  cool  •,  the  Ferment  will  be 
over  *,  Paffions  will  fink,  for  'tis  not  I  think 
the   Nature  of    Englifljnwn  to  be  revengeful^ 
or  to  bear  a  rancoured  Heart  long,  unlels  the 
Fire  be  rekindled   and  blown   up    juft  as  it 
is  expiring.     Nay  ^  I  cannot  conceive  any  fe- 
date  Perfon,  who  is  d'lfinterefled^    and  a  well^ 
vfijijer  to  his  Country,  who  would  not  wifli 
to  have  had  this  Bill   at  firft  for  a  longer 
Term  07i  the  fame  Conditions^  (or  with  the 
Addition  of  bang  obliged  to  meet  annually^ 
as  in  this  prefent  A61.    King  WILLIAM  of 
Glorious    Memory    to   all  who    love  King 
GEORGE^   always  exprefs'd  an   Averfion  to 
the  Triennial  Bill^  as  being  fenfible  of  it  Confe- 
quences.      He  twice  refus'd   to  pafs  it,  and 
had  ever  refufed  it,    had  not  the  Exigences 
of  his  Affairs,   and  the  avowed  Enemies   of 
his  Defigns  forc\i  it  upon   him.     The  late 
Duke  of  Leeds^  who  appeared  fo  great  a  Stick- 
ler for  it  in  thofe  Times,    and  whom  no  one 
ever  fufpeded    of  late  to  be  a  Favourer  of 
the  Whig  hit  ere  ft  ^   has    openly  avow'd  his 
Thoughts  that  Kmg  WILLIAM  was  a  True 
Prophet  in  alTuring  him   that  He  wou'd  liv^ 
to  repent  his  Conduct  in  this  Affair,   (v.  the 
Preface  io  his  Letters,)      And  indeed  both 
Whigs  and  Tories  have  been  fc  tire^d  of  it, 
that  Each  of  them  wifli'd  it  alter'd  :  Thofe 
^hofe  Vote  is  equal  to  a  Rent-Charge^   and 
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who  every  Election  can  and  do  ftretch  their 
Confcicnces  to  accept  a  Bribe  (and  what  Com^ 
mhtee  of  Eleciions  is  not    fiU'd    with    Com- 
plaints againft  hich  •,)  Thefe,  I  fay,    are  the 
Onlj;  Perfons  who  will  conceive  themfelves 
injured  by  Jufpendin'g  this  Act.     Thefe  will 
be  full  of  .Complaints,  and  full  of  Outcries, 
as  if  they  had  fuffer'd  in  their  real  Proper- 
ties :  Thefe  will  e^^claim  nsinvaJeJ:  Their 
Church  will   be   endangered^  (for  the  Church 
fnuft  be  drawn  into  the  Quarrel.)      But  for 
ai^y  real'^  Inconvenience  to  any  P  erf  on,  or  to 
the  State  in  refpecl    of    our   Liberties    or 
Properties,  it  will  require  a  peculiar  Sagacity 
to  find  cut   fuch  in  this  xAfrair^    which    o- 
thers  will  not  find  out    as  foon  in  the  Tri- 
emi7al  Eill  it  felf.      In  a  Word,    that  Acl  has 
debauched  the   Minds  of  the  People  of  Ejig- 
land:    It  has  made   them  fitfceptthle   of   all 
Wickednefs :  it  has  made  the  Land  a   Scene 
of  Drimkennefs  :    It  has  been  the  Source  of 
more  Riots^  Quarrels^   Heats  and  Ani7noJiths 
than  were  ever  known  in  twice  the  Quanti- 
ty of  Years  before:  It  has  /^^^j^^^^VThoufands^ 
and  if  after   ail  this  it  muft  be   thought  a 
^nhvark ,    it  muft  be  thought   the  Bulwark 
ff  IJcentioz'ifnefs. 

But  thefe  are  Reafons  which  hold  good 
I  think  at  all  tiines  for  an  Alteration  of  this 
Acl.  Wl  rfiw"  enquire  if  there  be  not  par- 
ticvibr  Reafons  ftrfficjsnt    and   ftrong  for  a 
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frefent  Sitfpenfwn  of  it  at  leaft.  That  the. 
following  ones  are  fuch,  I  think  will  fcarce 
be   denied. 

FirH,  'Tis  Fad,  that  the  unhappy  deluded 
People  of  this  Nation  are  fo  far  from  being 
cured  of  their  Frenzy  by  the  late  Rebellion^ 
that  they  appear  as  bare-fac'd  and  open   a- 
gqinft  the  Govermnent  as  ever.      Before  the 
llebelUon  broke  out,  I  charitably  believed  the 
Pretejuler's  open  Abettors  to  have  been  but 
'ri handful^     and    the  Zeal  of   the  Tories  to 
have    been   wholly    direded    againft    fome 
Alhi'iflers  of  State.     But  that  unhappy  Com- 
ir.otion  has  clear'd  up  all  Jealoufies,   and  has 
proved  their  Clam.ours  againft  particular  Per- 
Tons  was   founded   on  Their  being  Enemies 
to  the  Pretender's  Intereft.     Who  wou'd  have 
thought  that  Fire  and  Sword  in  the  Bowels 
of  our  own  Country  fhould  be  jujlified  by 
Men   who  pretended  thenifelves  Enemies  to 
fuch  as  delight  in  War  .<?    They  protefted   a- 
gainft  a  Consuming  hand  War  abroad^  becaufc 
its  apparent  Tendency  was  to  deprive  the  Pre- 
tender of  Hopes  of  coming  hither  ^    but  yet 
They  delighted  m  a  Conjimnng  hand  War  at 
Home^    becaufe  of  the   Profped  they  had  of 
his  Good  Succefs.     Have  any  of  that  Party 
fince  the  Rebellion  relinquiflied  their  Leaders? 
/\re  they  at  all  better  affefted'to  tlie  prefent 
Eflablifliment  >    Or  are  they   not    the  fame 
Men  ftill  ?    Do   they  not  give  into  aJJ  the 
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ffialicious    Stories  poflible   againffc   the  Royal 
Family  >    Do  they  not  (liidy  to  paint  them 
as  Tyrants  ^     Do  They   not  with   Greedi- 
nefs  catch  at  every  idle  Rumour,    improve 
a  Lye  till  it    becomes  its  own   Confutati- 
on, and  yet  ftill  give  into  it  ?     Does  any  of 
them   the   lefs    go    into   all    the   Meafures 
of  the  Enemies  of  Proteftancy  ?     No.     You 
find  them  fo  far  from  this,    that  They  ftill 
by  open  Declarations,    or    privater  Infinua- 
tions  fhew  themfelves  determined  to  aban- 
don their  Religion  and    Liberty^  rather  than 
fail  of  their  Defigns.      Since   their   Inclina^ 
tions    therefore  are  fo  ftrongly  bent    That 
way,  'tis  certainly  an  effectual  Means  to  de- 
prive Them  of  the  Pozver  of  doing  Mifchief 
to  fiifpend  the  Triennial  Act.      The    Men 
who  have  faved  their  Country  by  appearing 
fo    zealous    and    vigorous  in    its  Defence  , 
will  with     eafe    defeat   the    Hopes  of    our 
Enemies ,    if    they   have    but    Time   to  ac- 
complifli  it.      For  the   very   Hopes  of  fuch 
as  are  ripe  for  Combuftion   mufl  be  exftin- 
guifhed,  when  the  tottndations  on  which  They 
fupport  themfelves  are  rooted  up-     But  this 
I  propofe  for, 

A   Second  Argument  for    the    Sufpenfwn 
of  the  Trjemiial  Bill,  v'lT..  That  the  oiily  Ex^ 
peElations  and  Support  of  the  Faction,  is  whac 
they  lliall  be  able  to  do  at  the  enfning  ElelV: 
ons.     They  know    full   well  the  powers  of 
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Bribery  and  Corruption^  and  the  greater  Powers 
of  a  cojitinual  Drimkennefs  and  Debauchery 
to  lead  Men  into  the  moft  extravagant  En- 
terprifes.  If  Money  can  obtain  a  Parliament 
for  their  Purpofes,  (and  neither  Money  nor 
Intereft  will  be  wanting)  'tis  eafie  to  fee 
into  what  Confufions  we  (hall  be  brou?,ht* 
If  fo  many  Powers  cou'd  join  together  to  fet 
the  Pretender  upon  our  Throne,  did  fitpply 
him  with  Money  to  carry  on  his  Views,  and 
help'd  him  as  Openly  as  They  durft,  *Tis  too 
likely  They  will  not  be  wanting  when  their 
Affiftance  may  be  of  more  Service.  For  it 
muft  be  own'd,  that  if  the  Money  fpent  in 
carrying  on  the  late  Rebellion^  had  been  laid 
our  in  purchafmg  a  Parliament,  'tis  highly 
probable  that  there  Defiijns  wou'd  not  have 
eafily  mifcarried,  being  back'd  with  fuch  Tray- 
tors  in  Power.  With  what  Applaufe  have 
the  Endeavours  of  fo?ne  few  in  the  Honfe 
been  received  for  ftrenuoufly  running  counter 
to  the  Meafures  of  fuch  as  have  heartily 
efpous'd  the  Intereft  of  the  King  ?  How  has 

Sr,   W W — ni    been    carefs'd    for    his 

violent  Oppofition  to  the  Court  >  What  Com- 
mendations are  beftowed  on  thofe  who  opposed 
the  putting  the  Kingdom  into  a  Poflure  of 
Defence  <?  Every  fingle  Act  that  has  had  but 
the  Face  of  Contrariety  to  the  Meafures  of 
the  Government,  has  been  th^>ugkt  th.e  only 
great ^  the  only  good  ?qYic)\  and  its  Authors 
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have  been  extoU'd  in  the  moft  extravagant 
degrees.  But  if  any,  born  down  by  the 
Strength  of  Reafon  and  the  apparent  l^ecejjity 
of  Affairs,  have  given  into  their  Country's 
true  Intereft,  they  have  already  been  threat- 
ned  to  be  deferted  by  thofe  that  chofe  Thetn, 
and  are  look'd  upon  as  Jpofiates  from  the 
Caufe.  Such  impetuous  Spirits  as  Thefe,  the 
Publick  Welfare  has  to  ftruggle  with.  Who 
will  be  able  to  lupport  himfelf  againft  the 
violent  Torrent  of  fuch  Paflions,  when  got 
together  under  the  pretence  of  Elections  > 
The  Bufinefs  will  be  vi  ^  arm'is  to  carry 
their  Point,  and  what  will  be  the  Confequence 
of  that,  the  meaneft  Capacity  may  judge. 

For  Thirdly.  A  Tory  Parliainent  return'd 
will  certainly  fo  embarrafs  Matters  ft'ill^  and 
clog  the  Wheels  of  Government  to  that  de- 
gree as  muft  neceffarily  involve  the  Kingdom 
in  inextricable  Difficulties.  Unlefs  the  nature 
of  things  be  entirely  changed,  or  Caufes  ceafe 
to  produce  their  Effects,  no  hopes  can  be  of 
any  thing  but  a  Subverfion  of  our  Conflituri- 
on.  Whether  they  wou'd  accomplifh  this  by 
tht  flower  Methods  of  ruining  us  by  degrees, 
or  by  a  more  quick  and  fudden  difpatch,  I  can- 
not fay.  But  if  one  may  judge  by  the  Zeal 
and  ConduB  which  has  of  late  been  fiiewn  , 
by  the  Open  abetting  the  Pretender's  Intereft  ^ 
by  dranki/tg  iAs  Healthy  and  wiihing  hinr 
Succefs  j    by  rejoicing  at  the  lying   Reports 

of 


C  17  ) 

of  His  Majefty's  Forces  being  defeated  ;  and 
by  their  being  de]eBed  fo  much  at  the  News 
from  Prefton :  lif  one  may  judge   by  their 
Conduct  (ince  in  inflamijig  the  People  ,  in 
railing    the    moft    invidious     Reflexions , 
in  endeavouring  to  put  the  King  into  the 
moft  odious  Circwnfcances  and    Straits^    in 
order  only  to  render  him  as  unpopular  as 
pofliblc  3  in  reprefenting  necejflary  Punifh- 
ments  as'  the  bigheft  Afts   of  Cruelty^  Ty- 
ranny  and    Butchery ,    and    in    taking  all 
Opportunities  of  encouraging  Faction  and 
Stjdition  :   If  from  thefe  i\d:s,  and  abun- 
dance   more    as    flagrant   and    impudent, 
one  may  pafs  a  Judgment  upon   their  pre^ 
fent  Temper  and   Difpofitions  ;  or   if  we 
lookback  upon  their /?^/^    Conduct  in  the 
lite  Qiaeen's  Time    as  explained  by  their 
prefent  Management,  (if  it  might  be  faid 
to  wafit  a  Comment,)  I  think  we  may  be 
be  as   fure  of  their  Intentions  to   fubvert 
the  prefent  Eftabhftiment,  as    Overt  ABs 
can  make  us.     Who  were  the   Men  that 
throughout  King  WIL  LI  A  M's  Reign  pux 
Him  to  all  thofe   Straits  and  Inconveniences 
He  was  under  ?  Who  was  it  that  broke  thro* 
all  our    Leagues,    and    facrihced    all    our 
Friends  in  the  lateQiaeen's  Time?  Who 
was  it  that   (liew'd  fuch  a  Spiri^^  ^^A  Incli- 
?iation  for  the  Prete?ider  daring  the  wfiole 
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Treaty  of  Peace  .<?    Who  was   it  that,  put 
it  into  the  Power  of  the  Pretender  to  ex- 
prefs  himfelf  fo  openlj  of  the  Queen's  hi- 
tentions  to  him  >  Let  but  any  one  confider 
thofe  remarkable  Words   of  His  in  his  De- 
claration, ''  Of  whofe  good  Intentions  (He 
"  fpeaks  of  Queen   A^me^  towards   u<s^  we 
"  coiid  not  for  fome  time  pafl  well  doubt  *, 
**^  and  This  was  the  Reafon  we  then  fat  flill 
''  expe&ing  the  good  EffeBs  thereof  which 
"  were  Unfortunately  prevented  by  her  de- 
"  plorabk  Death."    Upon  what  was  this 
founded,  but  upon  having  Then  a  Set  of 
Men  in  Power  fo  entirely  in    his  Interefls, 
as  that  He  cou'd  not  have  fail'd  of  Succefs, 
if  Providence  had  not  immediately    con- 
cerned it  felf  in  that  Affair  ?  In  a  word  •,  If 
the  Tories  have  any  Prmciples  which  have 
ever  guided  them  when  They  have  been 
in  Power,  They  have  all  diredly  tended 
to  the  Subverfwn  of  the  prefent   Eftablifh- 
ment.     Nothing  but  Length   of  Time  caa 
open  their  Eyes,  and  cure    them  of  their 
prefent  Prejudices.     Time  will  clear  up  the 
Sight  of  fuch  as  are  Hone  ft  ^  and  only  mijled^ 
but  mean  well  to    Religion  and  Liberty. 
When  their  Pajfions  are  fuffered  to  cool  a 
little,  they'll  wonder  Themfelves  at  their 
own  Bliiidn^fs,    and  fee.  their  Infatuation 
in  adoring  a  General  and   a  Secretary   of 
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State^  who  immediately  couM  take  SaiK^ua- 
ry  under   the  Pretender's  Wings  abroad, 
whilft  they  left  another  Secretary  of  State 
behind  them  to  take  the  Oaths   to    King 
GEORGE^  then  to  raife  a  Rebellion, 
proclaim  their   Darling  ,    to  receive   him 
with  open  Arms  here,  and  when  he  was 
forc'd  to  fly  back  again,  to  be  made  His 
Secretary  of  State  abroad*     Such  open  plain 
Fads  as   thefe  will  certainly   work  upon 
all   that   are   not  quite   infatuated.      But 
in  the  mean  time^  whilft  we  know  fo  well 
their  prefent  Difpofitions,  whilft  we  have 
fo  many  Inftances  of  the  Inclinations,  or 
rather  of  their  Diforder^   and  there  is  fuch 
a   Certainty  of  Rmn    to  our  Religion  and 
Government,   if    by  any    Accident  they 
fhould    fuceed ,   it  can  be   no    otherwife 
than  right    to    fufpend    that    Bill  upon 
which  all  their  Hopes  and  all  their^Defigns 
depend. 

Fourthly^  The  Vigilance  of  our  Eenemies 
abroad,  founded  upon  the  Profpeft  of  a 
Change  at  the  next  Eleftions,  is  a  juft  Oc- 
cafion  to  fufpend  this  Bill,  and  thereby 
fruftrate  their  Defigns.  There  adually  was 
fo  hearty  an  Agreement  among  feverai  Popifi 
Princes  for  the  Pretender s  ["^t^^fts,,  and 
fuch  a  Concern  for  his  Succefs,  and  fucli 
P  a  ready 


ready  Contributions  towards  it,  that  every 
Froteflant  will    juftly  be  alarm'd  at  that 
Spirit  of  Popery^  which  no  Chains  no  Fet- 
ters   can  keep  bound.      They    know   as 
well  as  we  the  prefent  Spite    and  /i^lalig- 
nity  of  the  Enemies  to  the  Government  , 
and  how  ready   they  are    to  receive  any 
ill  Impreflions  about  it.      They  are  fenfi- 
ble  that  Steddijiefs  alone  can  cure  the  pre- 
fent  Heats.     'Tis  therefore   Their  Interefl 
to    keep  up    the  Spirit   of    Fa&ion    and 
Difcord  amongft  us.      They    know    the 
Power  and  Influence  of   their  Gold^    and 
the   Indigerjce  of  thofe  whofe   Aim  it  is 
to   keep  up  the   Paffions   of  the  People. 
They  are  fo  well  pradis'd    in   the    Arts 
of   Bribery^    of   buying  Parliaments,    and 
Votes  for  things  implicitly^  that  we  are  fure 
they'll  never  fail  to  exert  their  Pofje    at 
fuch  a  Conjunfture  as  the  next  Election 
will  be.      There  fcarce  has   been   an  In- 
ftance  of  any  Difturbance  in  England  fince 
the    Reformation,     but  Fr—h  Gold  has 
been    concern 'd  in   it.      'Tis    Their  Gold 
which   has  kept  up  our  Difcords  *,  Which 
has  fet  this  Nation  on  Fire,  and  almoft 
dedroyed  it.    And  is  there  any  better  way 
to  difappoint  their  Meafures,  than  by  fuf- 
fending  ^th^t  Bill   which  has  given  them 
tlitfrequentejl   Opportunities  of  corrupting 
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us?  Muft  we  be  always  forcM  to  Arms 
to  cure  a  Mifchief  which  common  Fore- 
fight  will  prevent  >  Shall  a  £?//,  big  with 
fuch  Great  Inconveniences,  and  which 
has  almofl  ruin'd  the  Nation  by  keeping 
up  our  Animofities,  be  our  Ruin  quite  ^ 
Ought  not  any  Law  to  be  fufperided  at 
leaft,  which  proves  diredlly  againft  the 
Ends  of  Government  >  Our  Enemies 
Hopes  abroad  muft  fink,  as  well  as  the 
Hopes  of  the  Pretender  s  Friends  at  home, 
when  they  find  their  Only  Support  fuf- 
fe?ided  for  a  Term  of  Years,  which  will 
probably  make  our  Divifions  ceafe,  and 
the  Nation  at  Peace  and  Unity  within 
It  felf. 

Fifthly^  Let  us  t^rn  from  our  Enemies 
to  our  Friends,  and  fee  in  what  Condi- 
tions we  ftand  towards  them.  The  End 
of  entring  into  Leagues  and  Alliances  is 
always  for  the  mutual  Security  and  De- 
fence  of  the  Perfons  engaging  ,  or  elfe 
for  the  fake  of  Society  and  Commerce. 
Leagues  and  Alliances  prcfuppofe  Veracity 
and  Juftice  in  the  Parties  that  make  them, 
and  a  Defign  of  obferving  them  faithfully 
and  honeftly  as  long  as  is  intended  and 
provided  for  by  the  Articles^^  They  pre- 
funpofe  too  a  Probability  ot    the   Means  to 
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obtain  the  End  defign*d ,     and  a  Vroba- 
bility  of    Steddinefs   in  the  Perfons  con- 
cern'd.      To  apply    this   to   our    prefent 
Circumftances.      The  People  of   England^ 
unhappily  divided  in  their  Notions,  and 
in  their  Politicks,  are  (o  direBly  oppofite  to 
each   other,  and  fo  ftrangely  perverfe  and 
Obftinate,  that  all  and  every  Step  appro- 
ved by  one  Side  is  for  that  veryreafon  dif- 
approv*d  by  the  Other  :    Our  old  Allies, 
our  tried  Friends,  the  known  Bulwarks  of 
Proteftanifm,  are  hated  worfe  than  profefs'd 
Enemies  by  One  Party ,   whilft  the  Other 
thinks  with  all  Minkind  befides,  Their  In- 
terefts  and  the  Britttjh  to  be  infeparable. 
The  Tories   have  fo  lately  given  up  the 
States  of  Holland^  and  the  Emperor  into  the 
Hands  of  France,'  and  have  facrificed  every 
Old  Friend  for   the  New  one  They  had 
at  Heart,  That,  as  'tis  neceffary   to  renew 
our  Leagues  with  Them,  fo  we   mud  be 
able  to  give  them  fome  AJjurances  of  our 
Defigns  to  keep  them,  and  They  muft  fee 
fome  Probahility  of  Steddinefs.    Now  what 
Confidence  or  Security  can  be  given  that   a 
Year  or  two  hence  we  (hall  not  be  oblig'd 
in  the  nature  of  Things  to  break  our  pre- 
fent Stipulations  ?     What  Afjurajice  can  an 
Ally  have,*r'ko  fo  lately  has  felt,  and  fees 
at  prefent  the  Difpofitions  of  the  People, 
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that  we  (hall  not  as  frantickly  betray  them 
to  their  Enemies,  as  we  did  but  four  Years 
ago  ?    Can  they  exped  otherwife  from  a 
?arty  who  declare  the mfelves  their  avowed 
Enemies,  and  have  fo  lately  received  an  ad- 
ditional Provocation  by  their  fending  6coo 
Veterans  to  difappoint  their  Meafures?  The 
King  indeed  they  know    to   be  a  Wtfe^  a 
Juft^  2l  Good  and  Steddy  Prince,    and  one 
whom  They  could  truji  with  the  fole  Arbi- 
trations of  all  their  Interefts.  But  then  they 
know  by  dear-bought  Experience  the  Powers 
of  a  vexatious  inimical  Parliament.     They 
know   no  Leagues  ftrong    enough   to  ob- 
lige that  Party,     They  trufted  them  fo  late- 
ly^ and  fo  lately  were  deceived^  that  'twou'd 
be  an  Eafinefs  fcarcely  to  be  thought  of  to. 
put   too  much  Confidence   in  fuch  a  Peo- 
ple.    You'll  fay  perhaps,  That  Leagues  are 
made  with   Princes^    and  with  their  Mini- 
flers^  but  not  with  the  People  of  any  Na- 
tion.    'Tis  true  that  Kings  are  the  Perfons 
which  make  Leagues :  But  when  any  Na- 
tion changes  its  Great  Council  certainly  e- 
very  three  Years,  perhaps  oftner  ,  efpecial- 
ly   a  Nation  fo  much  divided  as  This  is, 
'tis  eafily  forefeen  that  there  is  no  Proba- 
bility  of  SteddiJiefs.     Were  the  Nation  but 
in  any  tolerable   degree    united  itx  their 
Notions  of  Interejl^  Commerce^  Security^  of 
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Polity,   'twould    be    but   of  little  Confe- 
quence  what  Members  were    elected,    or 
how  often  our  Parliaments  were  changed. 
And  'tis  as  plain   too,    that    though  our 
Kings  are  as  powerful  as  any  Princes  in 
Europe  when  in   perfed  Harmony   with 
their  Parliaments,  yet  when  a  Parliament 
refolves  to  be   perverfe ,    and   crofs  their 
juftefl:  Meafures,  they  find  themfelves  em- 
barrafs'd  fufficiently,  and  far  enough  from 
being  able  to  appear  very  formidable  abroad. 
The  Triennial  Bill  then  has  this    Fatality 
attending  it  at  prefent,  that   it  gives  equal 
Hopes  to  Enemies  as  to   Friends   in   refpecl 
of  gaining  their    Ends  ^  and    it  apparently 
tends  to    dijhearten    all   our  Friends  from 
trufting  in  us.     Whereas  the  Sufpenfion  of 
it  for  fume  time  wou'd  citre  thefe  Uneafi- 
nejfes^   wou'd  anfwer  all  the  Grounds  of 
entring  into  Leagues,    by    fatisfying    all 
concern'd  of  our  Integrity^  and  Steddinefs 
and  T>efign  to  make  our  Engagements  good. 

Lajlly.  The  Sufpenfion  of  this  Bill  will 
very  probably  have  this  good  EfFed,  that 
'twill  perfectly  fettle  us,  and  quell  that 
Spirit  of  Turhidency  and  Fa&ion  and  Party 
that  has  fo  iop^  rag'd  amonj^ft  us.  Effects 
naturally  ceafe  upon  their  Caufes  being  re- 
moved. If  we  confider  therefore  that  this  Bill 
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is  the  chief  Fomenter  of  ail  our  Difputes : 
That  if  Bribery  and  Corruption  and  Debauch- 
ery and  Drunkennefs  are  effeclually  put  a 
flop  to,  by  taking  away  the  Opportunity 
and  Occafion  of  them,  their  EfFeds  in 
courfe  muft  ceafe,  we  have  the  hip;heft  rca- 
fon  to  exped  a  good  Event  from  juft 
Meafures.  The  Times  of  Eledions,  as  they 
are  at  prefent  managed,  feem  a  true  Repre- 
fentation  of  the  Antient  Bacchanals^  as  well 
in  other  particulars  as  in  This,  that  Men 
think  themfelves  at  Liberty  from  all  the 
Ties  of  good  Manners^  Decency^  Law 
or  Religion^  Fury  tranfports  them  to  all 
forts  0^  Outrage  and  boorijh  Carriage^  and  'tis 
not  fafe  for  any  to  own  the  Perfon  he 
Votes  for;>  be  his  Merits  ever  (b  great,  un- 
lefs  in  company  who  go  the  fame  Way. 
Now  the  only  probable  Way  to  cure  thefe 
Irregularities,  is  to  remove  the  Occafion  of 
them  for  a  while^  till  this  Rage  abates, 
and  till  the  Paflions  of  the  People  grow 
fomewhat  cool  -^  which  certainly  a  fe7v 
Years  will  accomplifli,  when  the  Means  of 
keeping  them  boiling  conftmtly  is  taken 
away.  There  may,  'tis  poflible,  be  other 
Means  found  out  to  quench  this  Fire,  but 
none  feems  more  likely  than  this,  or  lefs 
liable  to  hiffthen  the  Difeaf^  inflead  of 
curing  It. 

E  But 
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But  as  this  Scheme  may  be  liable  to 
fome  Objeftions,  I  muft  not  omit  the  Con- 
fideration  of  Them,  which  are  reducible 
chiefly  to  thefe  following. 

Firjl^  'Tis  very  Unpopular  to  alter  this 
Bill,  and  will  occafion  great  Uneafinejfes 
and  Clamours  and  Jealoufies.  To  this  1 
reply, 

ly?,  If  every  Ihing  and  Perfon^  Utipo- 
pular  or  difagreeable  to  the  Notions  of 
the  People  were  to  be  removed  in  order  to 
pleafe  them',  /.  e.  if  the  Pleafure  of  the 
People ,  violent  and  obftirate  as  they 
are  at  prefent,  muft  be  complied  with, 
fuch  Meafures  mufl:  be  taken  as  no  Pa- 
triot cou'd  bear,  or  even  hear  with  Pa- 
tience. But  2dly^  To  whom  is  it  chiefly  dif- 
agreeable >  To  the  Tories  certainly,  who 
by  this  Means  will  lofe  their  hopes  of 
embarafling  Afitairs  entirely.  All  the 
Friends  and  Abettors  of  the  Pretender  will 
exclaim  no  doubt  ^  and  fuch  as  us'd  to 
make  their  Votes  a  •  Rent  Charge^  and  fuch 
as  being  difappointed ,  has  expefted 
other  Opportu7iities  of  carrying  their  Point. 
But  all  who  think  their  Country  m  good 
Hands  can  have  no  Pretence  forUneafinefs. 
3^//>V''ris'^rtain  we  are  to  have  a  great 

and 
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and  violent  ftruggle  at  the  DiflTolution  of 
this  Parliament.  The  Tories  will  be  ear- 
ned to  carry  their  Point,  and  Foreign 
Gold  will  ne'er  be  wanting  to  carry  on  a 
Caufe  on  which  fo  much  depends.  We 
know  but  too  many  Inftances  of  Penfwners 

of  F e  -^  and  too  many  fo  far  indigent^ 

as  to  be  willing  to  be  in  conftant  Pay ;  And 
when  Pay  from  and  Inclinations  to  the  fame 
Perfon  concurs,    it   makes  the  Thoughts 
of  Friends  or    Country^  or  Liberty  fit  but 
very  loofe.     Is  it  not  therefore  much  more 
preferable  to  have  and  bear  a  Clamour  now 
when  every  Body  is  ready,    and   when  a 
Parliament    is    fitting,    than   to    have    a 
ftruggle  when  no  fuch  thing  can  be  ?  Grea- 
ter   Abufes   can't   be    thrown    out    now^ 
than   will  be    Then :    Nor  can  there    be 
greater  Infolence  Now  than  will  be  Then. 
'Tis   therefore  better  to  have   the  Alarm 
Vgw^  than  at  another  time,  fince  it  necef- 
farily  mufl:  be.   ^tkly^  Jealoitfies  are  endlefs 
and  uncurable  ,   unlefs    Men    have   fome 
good  Grounds  and  Reafons  upon  which  they 
found  them.     Certain  it  is,  that  if  Men 
have  their  Country's  Good  at  Heart,  and 
are  equal  to  their   Places^    'tis  abfolutely 
impoffible  that  they  can  keep  them ^tci)  long. 
And  if  a  Judgment  may  be  made  of  the 
Prcfent    Parliament    from  their  faft  Good 
E  2  Services 
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Services  to  what  They'll  do  hereafter , 
I  fee  no  ill  Confequences  that  would  arife 
were  They  not  to  fit  for  three  Years  but 
Twenty-three.  Changes  are  always  made  upon 
the  Profpeft  of  mpiding^  But  when  we  are 
in  the  Hands  of  Men  whofe  Principle  is 
Liberty^  'tis  not  to  he  thought  that  They 
will  tamely  give  z//^,.  their  Country's  Li- 
herty :  And  when  fuch  are  our  Law- 
Makers^  who  are  profejfed  AJJerters  of  our 
Conftituttons^  'tis  next  to  believing  a  Con- 
tradiclion  to  think  They'll  give  us  up  to 
d,Foreig7i  Fewer.  'yMy^  Nothing  can  be 
long  unpopular  which  is  not  attended 
with  real  Inconveniences  to  the  People* 
Nour  'tis  evident  the  Triefuiial  Bill  has 
no  Advantages  which  a  Sexennial  one  will 
not  as  well  procure.  The  Parliament 
may  meet  every  Year  for  BuGnefs  in  the  one 
as  well  as  in  the  other.  The  Peop^le  will  have 
a  'BJight  and  an  Opportunity  of  having  their 
Grievances  redreffed  equally.  A  happy  A- 
greement  arid  good  Union  between  the  Kin^ 
and  his  People  may  be  equally  carried 
on.  If  the  Parliament  abufe  their  Powers, 
the  King  may  dijfolve  the  one  as  well 
as  the  other  ,  and  call  a  new  one  e- 
qualiy^  But  befides  the  Equal  Advanta- 
ges   in    all  thefe    refpefts,    the  Sexennial 
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Bill  labours  under   not   half  the    Lifad- 
vantages.  'Tis  objected, 

Secondly^  The  Jrieniiial  Bill  is  juftly 
reckoned  a  great  Security  to  our  Liber- 
ties. To  Sufpend  it  therefore  is  to  take 
a  great  Step  towards  deftroying  Them. 
I  anfwer.  The  Security  of  our  Liberties 
is  not  founded  upon  our  having  a  New  Par- 
liament every  Three  Years,  but  upon  the 
Obligation  the  King  is  under  to  let 
them  meet  and  do  Bufinefs,  Let  but  a 
Parliament  meet  and  have  but  the  Op- 
portunities of  providing  againft  or  redrefs- 
ing  our  Grievances,  and  Three  Years  or 
Six  Years  make  no  great  difference  as  to 
our  Securities.  'Tis  only  by  a  long  Inter- 
mijfion  of  Parliaments  that  unwarrantable 
Praftices  creep  in,  and  illegal  Encroach- 
ments are  made  ^  Or  elfe  when  Parlia- 
ments are  of  fuch  a  Length  as  to  make 
them  little  more  than  Deperidents  on  the 
Crown.  But  neither  of  thefe  Inconveniences 
attend  the  Sufpenfion  of  the  Triejmial  Act. 
There's  furely  a  great  difference  between 
a  Sexennial  Parliament,  and  one  that's  ab- 
folutely  in  the  Kings  Power  to  continue 
as  long  as  he  thinks  Mt :  Between  a  Par- 
liament that  Jits  or  may  fit  annually^  and 
one  that  is  not  call'd  in  a"  "^^fe^/^f -Years  to- 
gether* 
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gether.  The  Extreams  are  all  that's  to 
be  avoided  to  fecure  our  Liberties  ,  and 
as  Experience  has  enough  convinc'd  us 
of  the  fatal  (hortnefs  of  a  Triennial  Kdi^ 
unlefs  we  were  more  united,  We  may 
learn  from  thence  to  mend  it  in  its 
weak  part,  by  making  it  of  a  longer  Du- 
ration.   A 

Third  Objedion  is.  That  this  may  be 
looked  upon  as  an  Attempt  upon  our  Confli- 
ttition.  But  this  I  think  can  be  urg'd  by 
none  that  confider  what  our  Conftitution  is. 
As  long  as  Parliaments  are  conftantly 
call'd  and  fit  upon  the  National  Affairs, 
our  Conflitution  is  the  fame,  be  the  Term 
of  their  Continuance  Three  or  Six  or 
Sixteen  Years.  Our  Conftitution  is,  to  be 
governed  by  a  Prince  in  whofe  Hands 
the  Federal  and  Executive  Powers  are 
lodged  5  and  to  have  the  Legijlative  in  the 
Hands  of  King^  Lords^  and  Coimnons  freely 
eleded  by  the  People.  Tis  purely  inci- 
dental to  the  Confiitntion  whether  the 
Houfe  of  Cotmnons  be  elected  once  in  three 
Years  or  in  a  longer  fpace:  As  long  as  the 
Power  lies  in  them  of  giving  our  Money  as 
They  think  proper,  and  of  making  our 
Laws^  the  Conftitution  is  the  fame  and 
very  faft.     idly^  Our  Conftitution  is  no 

more 
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more  alter'd  by  the  Sitfpenjion^  than  by 
every  Act  of  Parliament  which  limits 
the  Powers  and  Prerogatives  of  either 
King  or  People.  The  prefent  Defigri 
is  not  to  take  away  any  thing  from  any 
one,  but  'tis  to  remedy  one  of  the  greateft 
Grkvanceiis  to  the  Nation,  o^dly.  If  this 
be  altering  our  Conftitution ,  then  our 
Conftitution  is  but  of  very  modem  (land- 
ings not  above  Twenty-two  Years  at  mofl:. 
And  'tis  evident  it  will  not  fuffer  a  grea- 
ter Alteration  now,  (no  nor  fo great)  as 
Then  it  did,  when  Parliaments  \7ere 
either  not  calWl ^  or  kept  as  long  as 
the  KING  himfelf  thought  fit.  The 
Nation  found  the  Inconveniences  of  both 
thefe  fufficiently,  and  therefore  made  the 
length  of  Parliaments  fuch  as  ir  is  rt  pre- 
fent. Cou'd  they  have  forefeen  xkt  Dif- 
advantages  and  ill  Ufes  made  of  Three 
Years,  the  Reafon  which  made  tiem  fix 
on  Tbree^  would  have  made  nem  fix 
on  any  other  Term,  7^/^.  its  lein^  mojl 
conducive  to  the  Puhlick  Good. 

Thele  are  the  chief  Objeftionsl^"^  the 
Bill  it  felf.  Yet  fome  there  ar/^ntirelv 
in  the  King's  Interefl,  and  fqtisT^^-l  that  a 
'Tory  Parliament  wou'd  ruin  /  entirely^ 
fick  of  the  Seditions  and  Tuii/s  srt  Bica>. 
ons,  and   who  wi(h  them  reir^'-d,  yet  for 

want 
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want  of  confidering  the  Neceflity  of  Affairs, 
or  our  prefent  Circumftances  in  a  full  Light, 
think  the  Sulpenfion  improper^  becaufe   it 
may  weaken  the  Whig  Intereji.     To  thefe  I 
muft  fay,   that  All  Reafons  founded  upon 
Party  Only^  feparate  from  the  Good  of  the 
Publick^  arefuch  as  ought  not  to  weigh  with 
any  one.     V7hen  ever  things  are  carried  to 
fuch  a  Heigth  as  to  be   look'd  upon  as  Good 
or  Bad  only  becaufe    done  by  the  Party 
a  Man  is  engaged  in,  'tis  plain  the   Publick 
muft  be  neglefted,  and  the  Affairs    of  a 
Nation  muft  in  procefs  of  time  be  fub vert- 
ed.   Is  not  the  Triennial  Bill  a  mifchievom 
Bill  in  its  EflPecls  and  in  its  Confequences 
to  the  Nation  >  Does  it  not  breed  immortal 
Feuds  amongft  us  ?  Is  it  not   the  Bane  of 
our  bland  Trade?  Does  not  every   body 
but  fu\h  as   make  a  Trade  of  it,  complain 
of  it  ? Thefe  feem  to    me  the   Queflions 
to  be  r^fplved,  and  not  whether  it  be  of 
Service  i^   a  particular  Caufe.    I  grant  the 
Cauft  of  \he  Nation  feems   to  ftand  or  fall 
with  ''ht'^Vhigs:^  that  they  alone  can  and 
will  fecire  the  Nation  from  the  Pretender, 
and  the^onfequences  of  hixn^Poperj^Slaverj^ 
and  Begti^rj.     But  then  if  any  thing,  this 
Sufpenlioi  fecures  the  Government  in  the 
HandG  ^^Vjot^s^  and  makes  them  fteddy 
to  its  interc^  ^  jf  ^^^y  ^^^  difgufted,  'twill 

look 
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look  as  if  they  aded  upon  the  Principles 
of  Self-Intereft  in  Oppofition  to  the  Publick 
Good.  Cou'd  I  be  but  fecure  of  iny  Li^ 
herty  and  Property^  of  ray  Religion  and  ray 
Peace^  I  think  it  not  worth  contending  for 
who  fhall  be  Knight  of  the  Shire  1  live  in, 
or  Burgefs  of  our  Corporation.  What  is 
it  to  any  Man  who  defires  only  to  enjoy 
and  preferve  the  Benefits  of  a  free  Na- 
tion, of  the  Law^  and  of  the  C/jr/rr/:?, whether 
This  or  That  particular  Perfon  be  in  the 
Ho'Afe^  fuppofing  each  of  their  Principles  be 
fuch  as  tend  apparently  to /^r^yt-ri^^  our  State  ? 
Is  any  one  the  more  Free^  or  has  he  a  fu- 
rer  Title  to  his  Freehold  ?  It  will  always 
therefore  be  reputed  Party^  not  Principle^ 
Prejudice^  not  Truths  By-E^ids^  not  Jiidg- 
ptent^  Interefl,  not  Honefty^  to  oppofe  the 
Meafuresof  fuch  as  honourably  endeavour 
at  the  Settlement  of  the  Nation,  unlefs 
ycu  can  fliew  the  Unreafonableiiefs  or  the 
Ihifitnefs  of  the  Means  to  attain  the  End 
propofed,.  or  the  Evil  to,  or  Deftrudion  of, 
the  Publick  Welfare. 

You'll  fay,  we  raay  be  fure  of  a  Whig 
Parliament  next.  I  grant  it,  if  his  Ma- 
jcfty  will  confJefcend  to  make  ufe  «of  j.hc 
Ways  and  Means  to  procure  a  Parliament 
which  his  Predeceflbr  did.  But  this  his 
Majefly  is  fo  averfe  to,  and  flood  fo  refo- 
V  lutely 
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Jutely  againft  it  in  the  laft  EleBions^  that 
fuch  Steps  as  thole  muft  not  be  relied  on. 
But  whether  you  can  or  not,   is  not  the 
Queftion.    The  prefent   Cafe  is   how    to 
remedy   the   Inconveniencies   we  lie  at  pre- 
fent under  by  the  ftrange  and   unthought 
of  Confequences    of    the    Triennial  Bill. 
That    Ad   re?nedied  iomt  Inconveniencies 
by    hindring    any    long    Intermiflions   of 
Parliament,  but  it  has  occafion'd  in  event 
almoft  the   ruin   of   the    Nation  by   our 
Broils,  Confumption    of  Trade,  and  Zeal 
for  Men  know  not    what.     If  thefe  can 
be  provided  againft,  and  Ways  and  Means 
found  out  by  Su [pending  this  Bill,  to  pre- 
vent Dangers   to  the  Beft  of  Conftitutions 
and  to  the  Beft  of  Ki7igs^  every   Honeft 
Man's  Ends  mufl  be  anfwered.    'Tis  all  our 
Bufinefs  in  our  refpedive  Stations  to  do  our 
ownDuties^and  to  keep  the  littleChriftianity 
that  is  left  amongft  us,  if  we  can  ;>  and  to 
ufe  our  beft  Endeavours  to  make  the  Peo- 
ple   fenfible   of   their    Interefts,    if  it   be 
not   quite    impoflible,  and    to  lead  quiet, 
peaceable  and  honeft  Lives,    as  being  the 
only  Security  to   our  Church  and  to  our 
Nation. 

^i)    ^  I  am^ 

Sir^  6cc. 
Ami  loth 
T716. 
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plants.  Fruits,  iyc  Illuflrated  with  feveral  Maps  and  Draughts-, 
alfo  divers  Birds,  Fifhes  and  Wanes,  not  found  in  this  Part 
of  the  World,  curioufly  Engraven  on  Copper  PJates.  VoJ.  HI. 
By  Captain  William  Dampeir,    Price  6  s. 


The  Safety  of  the  Church  under  the  Prefcnt  MiniOry  (^pn- 

fider.   In  a  Letter  to ■  By  a  Clergyman.    The  Sxond 

EdfVm.    Price  61x-Pence. 


